






Samuel Carbunaru presenting his award-winning oral 
presentation “Minorities in Living-Donor Kidney 
Transplantation: Where Do We Stand?”

2019 Symposium Volunteer Ingrid Zambrano networking 
with MOLA Symposium attendees 

MOLA’s Board Members gather after a successful MOLA Latino Health 
Symposium and the election of new board directors 
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International Medical 
Graduate (IMG) 
Program
The IMG program developed an event titled 
“Building a Successful Curriculum Vitae (CV): 
Beyond USMLE - Construyendo un CV 
Exitoso,” which launched the International 
Medical Graduates Committee programming. 
This workshop was the committee’s inaugural 
event as well as MOLA’s first webinar. 

The event aimed to provide attendees skills to 
achieve residency matching through learning 
best practices in building a successful 
curriculum vitae. In addition, the IMG 
committee aimed to identify challenges the 
IMGs face throughout the United States 
residency matching process as well as 
providing effective solutions. 

2019 Co-Chairs:
-Miguel Carabaño, MD 
-Shojanny Salazar, MD

Key 2019 Facts: 
-10 Volunteers
-45 Event Attendees

IMG Program’s Inaugural Webinar Event “Building a 
Successful CV: Beyond USMLE - Construyendo un CV 
Exitoso”

The USMLE is the US Medical Licensing 
Examination and represents an important 
hurdle for IMGs aiming to become certified to 
practice in the US medical system. 

This event provided space for recent IMGs 
and new MOLA members to network among 
MOLA's practicing MDs, including several 
successful IMGs. 

Medical Students 
Representative 

Program
2019 Outcomes

Over 30 Volunteers at the 3rd Latino Health 
Symposium.

Launched “MOLA Cenas” Dinner events to 
facilitate getting to know MOLA physicians 
and health professionals in a casual setting
Welcome Dinner with Medical Student 
Committee hosted by MOLA’s Executive 
Board.

Participated in the Power of We: Black and 
Latina Women in Medicine Forum.

Participated as an Exhibitor in the 2019 
Latino Medical Student Association (LMSA) 
National Conference.

2019 Co-Chairs: 
Nicolás Francone and Rachel Bruckman 
(through June, 2019); Richard Gómez and 
Itzel López-Hinojosa (starting June, 2019)

Key 2019 Facts: 
Over 60 Volunteers
Over 220 Impacted individuals by Medical 
Students 



Power of We: Black and Latina Women in Medicine Forum. MOLA Medical Student Committee Co-chair Itzel 
López-Hinojosa was one of the organizers for the event, and MOLA President Dr. Pilar Ortega was one of the physician 
panelists.

Inaugural “MOLA Cenas” 
event with Dr. Pilar Ortega 
and Dr. Joseph Cooper on 
the topic of Couples in 
Medicine

Stay connected with Chicago MOLA! 
Follow us on all social media platforms. 

471 
followers 
Facebook

256 
followers
Instagram

@chicagomola

Social Media Stats

351 
followers
Twitter 

668 
connections

LinkedIn



PILAR ORTEGA, MD
President

JOAQUIN ESTRADA, MD
Vice President

OSCAR ZAMBRANO, MPH
Secretary

MARGARITA MANKUS, MD 
Membership Secretary

GERALDINE LUNA, MD
Treasurer

ANGEL BERMUDEZ JR., MD
Resident Board 

Committee Member

RACHEL BRUCKMAN
Medical Student

 Committee Co-Chair

MIGUEL CARABAÑO, MD
Board Member

FIDEL CASTILLO, MD
Board Member

NICOLÁS FRANCONE
Medical Student 

Committee Co-chair

PILAR GUERRERO, MD
Board Member

JUAN MORADO
Board Member

JONATHAN MOREIRA, MD
Board Member

TONI RIVEROS, MD
Resident Committee 

Board Member

LUIS RIVERA, MD
Board Member

GABRIELA SALDAÑA
Board Member

SARA SHAPIRO, MSSW
Board Member

GUNAR SUBIETA, MD
Board Member

KATYA CRUZ-MADRID, MD
Board Member

ALICIA OLAVE-PICHÓN, MD
Board Member

MOLA members involved in MOLA 
Board Leadership Roles in 2019

ARIELLE BREANNA 
GUZMAN, MPH 

Recording Secretary

 RICHARD GOMEZ Medical 
Student Committee Co-Chair

FRANCISCO IACOBELLI, 
PHD, MSC

Board Member

ITZEL LOPEZ-HINOJOSA 
Medical Student Committee 

Co-Chair

LOURDES SHANJANI, 
MD Board Member
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MOLA in the News

On February 2, 2019, many MOLA 
members were featured speakers and 
exhibitors participating in the 2019 LMSA 
Midwest Regional Conference, titled 
“Únicos, Unidos y Orgullosos: Celebrating 
Diversity in Medicine” hosted by the 
University of Chicago. 

MOLA pediatrician Dr. Castro-Caballero 
gave a talk in Spanish about a new 
advancement in monitoring babies in the 
intensive care unit, that is protective for the 
skin and eliminates wires to allow closer 
contact with parents and caregivers.

Dr. Carlos Zambrano, infectious disease 
specialist, spoke with Telemundo about the 
dangers of bacteria on cell phones and 
how to keep these devices clean. 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois 
(BCBSIL) hosted an inaugural Physician 
Diversity and Health Equity Summit on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019 in which MOLA 
president Dr. Pilar Ortega and MOLA board 
advisor Dr. Jorge Girotti were among the 
featured speakers. 

Dr. Pilar Ortega published a letter to the 
editor of a major medical journal 
highlighting the fact that medical research 
frequently intentionally excludes 
non-English speaking groups. 

Itzel López-Hinojosa, MOLA medical 
student committee co-chair, was featured 
in National Public Radio (NPR) Latino USA 
to speak about her experience at the 
Community Health Clinic.

MOLA was featured by AMA in an article 
titled “Chicago group shows Hispanic 
medical students a path to medicine.” Dr. 
Pilar Ortega, MOLA’s President, and MOLA 
medical student committee co-chairs, 
Richard Gómez and Itzel López-Hinojosa 
are featured explaining the impact of MOLA 
in the Hispanic medical community.



Dr. Pilar Ortega was awarded, on January 15, 2019, the Premio Real Academia Nacional 
de Medicina de España (RANME) de la Información, Comunicación y Difusión de la 
Salud (Spain’s Royal National Academy of Medicine Award for Health Information, 
Communication and Dissemination) for her work in 2018 in improving patient physician 
communication through Medical Spanish as a means of achieving global health equity.

MOLA committed medical students, Geraldine Shirzai and Esmeralda Rosales were 
recognized as recipients of the Kaiser Permanente Northern California Medical Student 
Scholarship. 

Jonathan Moreira, MD was recognized by the National Hispanic Medical Association as 
Young Physician of the Year.

Óscar Iván Zambrano, MPH, MBA was recognized at the National Hispanic Medical 
Association (NHMA) conference for his leadership in MOLA.

MOLA student members, Esmeralda Rosales, Geraldine Shirzai, and Stephanie 
Turcios were inducted into the Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS).

MOLA Member and nurse practitioner, Dr. María de los Ángeles Ordóñez was 
appointed to Health and Human Services' Advisory Council on Alzheimer's. 

Honored MOLA Members
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Oscar Zambrano, 
MPH, MBA

Arturo Olivera, MD

Gabriel Levi, MD

2019 Partners

2019 Sponsors

Joaquin Estrada, MD





www.chicagomola.com
contact@chicagomola.com


